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TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE UNLOCKS CARBON FARMING OPPORTUNITIES 

 
Traditional knowledge of the land will play a central role in unlocking new economic opportunities 
for Indigenous Australians under the Carbon Farming Initiative (CFI), with five projects announced 
today receiving Gillard Government grants. 
 
“These grants are the first to be awarded under the $4.4 million Indigenous Carbon Farming Fund 
Research and Development Stream. They support Indigenous land projects and are funded by 
revenue from the carbon price,” said Mark Dreyfus, Parliamentary Secretary for Climate Change and 
Energy Efficiency. 
 
Successful projects include the development of new rules for savanna fire management in both high 
and low rainfall areas across fire-prone north Australia. 
 
“Savanna burning is a key activity for Indigenous communities across northern Australia. It 
significantly reduces carbon pollution by burning off early in the fire season to reduce fuel load, 
create fire breaks and avoid late season wildfires,” said Mr Dreyfus. 
 
“Carbon credits earned through these carbon farming projects can be sold to big polluting 
businesses that need to offset their carbon price liability. The extra income can be used by 
traditional owners to support Indigenous jobs and training, conserve biodiversity and investigate 
other investment opportunities. This is the carbon price at work – reducing Australia’s carbon 
pollution and generating new economic opportunities on the land,” he said. 

Recipients of the First Round grants are: 
 

 CSIRO for the development of a savanna burning methodology for the Tiwi Islands. 

 North Australian Indigenous Land and Sea Management Alliance for the development of a 
savanna burning bio-sequestration methodology for areas of high rainfall in northern 
Australia. The Indigenous Land Corporation and The Nature Conservancy have provided 
$448,800 in collaborative funding. 

 North Australian Indigenous Land and Sea Management Alliance for the development of a 
savanna burning methodology for areas of low rainfall in northern Australia. The Indigenous 
Land Corporation and The Nature Conservancy have provided $476,300 in collaborative 
funding. 

 Bushfires NT for the development of a web-based tool to simplify use of the existing savanna 
fire management methodology. 

 North Australian Fire Information Service for a fire management data service.  
 
The second round of the Research and Development Stream will open for applications in 2013-14.  
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